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with a hidden metaphor. We speak of sending out
another "batch" of men to the front; but batch
originally meant, and still means, the loaves of
bread produced at one baking. It is now used
generally to describe a number of things coming
together or in a set.

The butcher's shop has given us the word
shambles, by which we now mean a place of slaugh-
ter. Thus we speak of a terrible battlefield as a
" shambles/' This metaphor is really due to a mis-
take. People came to think that a shambles was
a singular noun meaning slaughter-house, or place
where cattle were killed; but really the shambles
were the benches on which the meat was spread
for sale.

We speak of a person being the " tool ** of an-
other, and this is a metaphor taken from the gen-
eral idea of work* The " tool " is merely used by
the other person for some purpose of his own, just
as a workman uses his tools. The greatest poem,
or book, or picture of a poet, writer, or painter is
often described as a " masterpiece/' This word
now means a " splendid piece of work/1 but in the
Middle Ages a " masterpiece " was a piece of work
by which a person working at a trade showed him-
self sufficiently good to be allowed to be a " master/'
Before that he was a " journeyman/' and worked
for a master himself, and, earlier still, an apprentice
merely learning his trade. We often now use the
expression to try one's " 'prentice hand " on a